SIXTEENH-CENTURY ARCTIC SITE REEXPLORED 
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Sixteenth 
Century 
Arctic Site 
Reexplored 


British explorer Martin Fro- 
bisher’s sixteenth-century 
Canadian base camp—the 
earliest known post-Viking 
European habitation in the 
North American Arctic—has 
been revisited and explored 
after more than four centu- 
ries of little scholarly or pub- 
lic attention. Frobisher spent 
the summers of 1576 to 1578 
searching for the fabled 
Northwest Passage off 
southeastern Baffin Island, in 
the vicinity of alarge bay that 
now bears his name. Though 
he never found the passage, 
his expedition produced ma- 
jor advances in Arctic explo- 
ration, geography and na- 
vigation, and his records 
contain the first mention of 
Eskimo, or Inuit, peoples. 
Frobisher thought he had 
found huge deposits of 
gold ore. With support from 
Queen Elizabeth |, he made 
second and third voyages 
and set up a mining and ex- 
ploration outpost. The “gold” 
turned out to be iron, but the 
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land in outer Frobisher Bay, 
is of prime historic impor 
tance. 

Iron ingots were retrieved 


from the site in 1861, and re-- 


cent radiocarbon analysis in- 


dicates that they predate 


Frobisher's expeditions by 


three centuries. To« explain 


this apparent anomaly (the 
ingots might be of Norse ori- 
gin or might have been 
smelted by Frobisher. from 
local ore using centuries-old 
driftwood) and to ascertain 
other aspects of the settle- 
ment, a Smithsonian expedi- 
tion under the leadership of 
anthropologist William. Fitz- 
hugh spent 10 days at the 
settlement in August. 
The team mapped the set- 
tlement in detail and brought 
back artifacts, including two 
more ingots, from what ap- 
pears to have been an assay 
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office, a smithy and other 
structures. Additional tests 
should resolve the question 
of the age and origin of the 
ingots, and a study of infor- 
mation gathered from Inuit 
sites in the area will reveal 
something even more fasci- 
nating: how contact with the 
Frobisher expedition and the 
artifacts it left behind has in- 
fluenced cultural history in 
the area over the past 400 
years. 


TVs and 
Radies 
Around the 
Werld 


With 2,041 sets per 1,000 in- 


* habitants—or more than two 
per person—oil-rich Qatar is 
‘also the world’s most televi- 


prisingly, the United States is 
close to the top of the list, 
with 623 television sets per 
4,000 people. According to 
the United Nations, which 
compiled these statistics, 
there are still more radios 
than televisions almost ev- 
erywhere on earth. 
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